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INTRODUCTION

Astrologers and pundits today predict a future with many obstacles facing individuals, nations, and our world.  Because the problems are real and not imaginary, the hearts of many are filled with fear.

In the time of Isaiah the prophet, Jerusalem experienced siege of foreign powers, and times of deprivation.  But in that very difficult period, God inspired his servant to write:
		
	"The mountains may be brought low, and the rough places made plain, but the 	Word of God shall stand forever."  (Isaiah 40:4, 8)

When Jesus spoke of our mountains being "removed" it was more than metaphor.  Each person faces problems financially, physically, or spiritually.  But the truths and promises of God remain unchanged.

Guidance, peace, health, healing, spiritual vitality and provision, all are available for people in the realm of the Spirit. The same Holy Spirit that moved in creation, inspired the prophets, anointed Jesus, and empowered the early believers, is promised to us today.

	How much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask 	him. Ask and receive that your joy may be full.  (Luke 11:13; John 15:11)





















part one
BRIGHT WINGS APPROACHING
                   
Any more, there are few who would argue that we are living in a world free from the need for spiritual renewal, hope, or the rekindling of inspiration. Our newspapers, our thinkers, our leaders, and even our poets speak of this age as one overshadowed by decadence and death. Our societies tumble down into a miasma of discontent and misdirection, so that our young people choose suicide over living. It is a careening course of chance and lost opportunity that we chart, crossing the boundaries of a new millennium. Faced with the terrors of nuclear destruction, and a hundred other calamities, we must rediscover the path to spiritual, psychological, and emotional survival - a passage that will lead us to a safer existence, to healing and renewal.

Beyond the shadow of any doubting I believe such a channel exists, and even awaits us.  Creation, and the witness of our own hearts, tell us of its proximity.  The passage, I conclude,  is one made possible by the working of God's Holy Spirit. Such has come into our world, delivered to us by Jesus the Nazarene as recorded in the New Testament record, sent to lift humankind to a place of greater peace and vivacity.

Dr. Alexis Carrel, the great Nobel Prize-winning physician, intimates such thoughts in his book, Man the Unknown.  On page 135 he speaks of our need for renewal, for “...an elevation of mind toward a being who is the source of all things. Such will bring humankind to a fulfillment of his highest desires: inner strength, spiritual light, divine love, and ineffable peace. We become in God, and God acts within us.”

At this hour, this same truth burns within the hearts of many, breaking down the walls that divide our cultures. When the Spirit is present among us, race, gender, or social status become of little importance. We are made one “in the Spirit.” A new day dawns then, just as it did for a great number of “New Testament” believers. We are offered an opportunity to escape the treadmill of guilt and failure, and to discover a new and abundant source of strength. 

Where psychology, and even religion fails, the true working of the Holy Spirit responds with a new way of being and thinking.  Gerard Manly Hopkins, the great English poet, wrote these magnificent lines,

The world is charged with the grandeur of God.
It will flame out...Oh morning!

Because the Holy Spirit over the bent
World broods with the warm breast and with ah! bright wings...

To understand the concept and the work of the Holy Spirit, we will read from a number of  credible observations -   for the Bible, both Old and New Testaments, contains a great wealth of information on the influence, importance, and operation of the Holy Spirit.  The ancient Judaic prophets,  such as Isaiah, foresaw a future time when the Holy Spirit of God would re-ignite the hearts and lives of people.  Centuries afterward, the disciples of Jesus the Nazarene would witness this fire of transformation. A new message would be recorded for future generations to hear; a message of redemption, restoration, and liberation. This small book is gleaned from those inspired words drafted long ago; the testimony of men and women who experienced first-hand the Holy Spirit’s warm presence, and the bright wings of his approaching. 






BECOME ALIVE NOW

Painted on the walls of the catacombs, the honeycomb of underground tunnels where the early Christians hid themselves from Roman oppressors in the first century, there is an oft repeated image of a woman praying. In this image she is gazing towards heaven, her open hands raised with palms extended upwards.  This is one of the most early and important Christian symbols.  Who is this person? Is it an actual member of the early church, or is the painting merely representational. Kallistos Ware tells us that this image, “depicts a soul at prayer...portraying a basic Christian attitude: that of invocation or epiclesis, asking for and waiting upon the Holy Spirit.” 

When I visited Rome and walked the damp underground passageways and grottos, I was greatly moved by images such as this one. What struck me most forcefully was that these were men and women like you and me.  Tears filled my eyes and blurred the ancient paintings.  Such men and women had really found something wonderful, without question the most fantastic discovery of the ages: a source of life so transcending and exhilarating that all of the life they had lived before had been rearranged.  The past sorrows, hunger, oppression, loneliness; or cold heartedness had all been swept along by this tide. All of the hate, envy, greed, indeed all of the negative habits of life had been treated by the incoming presence of God's Spirit. Death and persecution could not extinguish this truth. These first Christians might be forced underground, but their new way would live on.  Throughout time their discovery would illuminate and shine.

Twenty years have passed since my visit to the Via Appia outside Rome, and still that anonymous woman remains a vivid and stirring impression. If she had been painted in fire, her memory could not have burned more indelibly into my consciousness.  She reminds me to say, as I write this page, “...the Holy Spirit is for everyone, for real people living in a real world.”  Hers was not some other-worldly truth available to patriarchs or holy mystics.  Her message was for all who would open their hearts, and extend their hands to reach out and be made new.  The disciple John records that Jesus approached his circle of witnesses until they could feel the breath of his voice as it fell upon them.  

“He breathed on his followers,” John records, “and said, ‘Be full of the Holy Spirit.’” (John 20:22)

What is the Holy Spirit, other than the breath and energy, the life force of God? The combined witness of the Old and New Testament history confirms this reality. “Be full NOW.”  This message resonates to us across time. “Receive the energy of God. Don’t wait.  Breathe deep.  Become alive now.”




















IN THE BEGINNING, THE IMAGE OF GOD

In the very opening words of the Bible we find these words:  

	In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth . . . and the Spirit of 	God was hovering over the waters.  (Genesis 1:1, 2)

This world was created with a very decided motive. The prophet Isaiah declares that God created this world for humankind to dwell in. He writes:  

	God made the earth to be inhabited.  (Isaiah 45:18) 

The Genesis account of the creative process provides us with an image of God who, having completed the work of creation, is pleased with what is accomplished. The hosts of heaven beholding this creative act shouted aloud in ecstasy over what they saw.  (Job 38:7)  God declared what he had done was "good," but continued in his work of creation.  The author of Genesis writes that God speaks his intentions, addressing witnesses to behold his purpose and final act of creation, saying,  

	Let us make man in our image, in our likeness.  (Genesis 1:26)

From these three passages we begin to form an image of our very origins: of the Spirit of God active in creation, of our own significance in the creative process, and ultimately, our similarity by design, to the likeness of God and the heavenly witnesses. 

Many centuries after Genesis was written, John, the disciple of Jesus, records Jesus as saying...
 
	God IS spirit.  (John 4:24)

If this is true, then man being made in God's likeness must be a spiritual being, much more than a mere earthly body.  Likewise, the temple that is our body, is filled with a quality that makes us alive.  Just as we are animated by our natural breathing process, the breath of “God’s Spirit” causes our inner being, or soul, to have life. This is the breath of God. 

	God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils 	the breath of life.  (Genesis 2:7)

The most ancient writer perhaps in all of history, the venerable Job, confirms this statement, declaring: 

	The Spirit of God has made me; the breath of the Almighty gives me life.  
	(Job 33:4)
	















NO OUTSIDERS

Our world has never known a true sharing of equality. History provides us with a panorama of nation dominating nation, and kingdom warring to subject another to its rule. On the local level, society determines rules that accept one and banish the less fortunate.  But in the "kingdom of the Spirit" there are no outsiders. Consider this example.

Some forty miles, or seventy kilometers, north of Jerusalem once existed the ancient kingdom of Samaria, a nation that originated some 50 years after the death of King Solomon.  In 721 B.C. it experienced a migration of Babylonians deported to that area of the world by Sargon II.  These mingled with the Israelites in that region just 25 miles, or forty kilometers, from the Mediterranean.  The descendants of this union became known as Samaritans.  In the time of Isaiah the prophet, Samaria became infamous for its devotion to idol worship when the despotic King Ahab built his temple to the pagan god, Baal. 

Still, in spite of their spotted history, the Samaritans felt that they shared a common heritage with the nation of Israel. They might have differed adamantly about the true place of worship, Jerusalem or Mount Gerizim, but there was a great deal of similarities between the two peoples. The Jews, however, wanted nothing to do with the Samaritans. To them, the Samaritans were outcasts and outsiders, the untouchables of the time.  We catch a glimpse of how deep was their animosity towards the Samaritans when the opponents of Jesus the Nazarene wanted to curse him. They accused Jesus of being "...a demon-possessed man and a Samaritan." (John 8:48)

Against this background, John's gospel, the fourth book of the New Testament, recounts a beautiful story that takes place in Samaria, in the village of Samaia, named Sychar in Christ's time.  Interesting that Jesus chose this route in his travels, walking up into these hills that culminated in the peak of Mount Gerizim, 2,890 feet, or nearly 1,000 meters above sea level.   

Wearied by his journey, Jesus rests at "Jacob's Well." There he encounters a woman who is worn by life, and tired of heart.  He asks her to draw water for him from the deep well.  "How is it," she asks with astonishment, "that you, a Jew, would ask any favor of me, an untouchable Samaritan?"

But Jesus looks upon this woman with kindness that melted her heart, saying,

	Whoever drinks of this well water will thirst again: but whoever drinks of the
	water that I  shall  give, out of that person will  spring wells of refreshing and
	everlasting life.  (John 4:14)

There are no outcasts to this new message. No place is so remote, that the new songs of joy cannot resound.  No valley, no mountaintop, no location is too isolated. The "little people" shall be elevated to sit at the King's table. Jesus concludes this remarkable encounter with an equally powerful prophetic statement...

	Believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain (Gerizim), nor in 	Jerusalem, shall you worship my Father...the hour is coming, and now is here, 	when the true worshippers shall worship God in spirit and in truth.  (John 4:21,23)











BROKEN COMMUNION

Why then, in the light of such wonderful promises, do we seem to walk in the shadows? Sadly, this shadowland, as C.S. Lewis called it, is a result of a broken communion between human hearts and the Creator.  While God indeed created each of us for his glory, to worship him in Spirit and in truth, Satan, the fallen angel, has warred to turn us from our heavenly Father. The roots of this struggle emerge from the dim recesses of the world's origin. The dark angel, Satan, himself desired to be exalted in the heavens.  Isaiah tells how he lifted his will against God, declaring,  

	I will make myself like the Most High.  (Isaiah 14:14)
	
Eons later, Satan confronts Jesus in the Judean desert. The gospel chronicler, Luke, graphically describes Satan's temptation of Jesus in this fearful wilderness. Now Jesus had entered Satan's territory, and Satan uses all of his wiles to win Jesus' allegiance, thus undoing his power and mission.  He offers Jesus the glories of the world if he would worship him, whispering...

	I will  give you all their authority and splendor... if you  worship me, it will all be 	yours.  (Luke 4:6,7)

Christ referred to Satan as,

	...the prince of this world.  (John 14:30)
	
Christ did not refute Satan's authority. This authority was the very yoke of bondage which he had come to earth to destroy.  Herein lies a great synopsis of the purpose of Christ's first coming: God's own son is sent to walk the highways of human suffering and toil, to know first-hand our aching hearts and muscles, and having so endured, to redeem us from the chains of evil forged by the hellish forge of Satan's domination.  This is the supreme purpose of Christ's presence on earth, as John tells us...

	The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work.  (1 John 3:8)

Every place that Jesus moved on earth placed him placed him in direct confrontation with the work and oppression of Satan.  This was true concerning Jesus' influence in society, for the poor and outcasts "heard him with gladness."  Those sick with physical affliction were healed. Once lame men and women were seen dancing and praising God on the temple steps.  Jesus expressed no doubt about his works. He knew that they were in direct opposition to the evil workings of Satan's kingdom.  Encountering a woman who was suffering with an incurable illness, Jesus said,

	 Should not this woman...whom Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years, 	be set free?  (Luke  13:16)
	
And he described the very nature of his earthly mission as being, 

	...to proclaim freedom for the prisoners.  (Luke 4:18)

Jesus knew that Satan had power to deceive men and women and to take them captive against their will. In order to deliver them from this influence, Jesus knew that his followers required more than their own strength to overcome the power of the enemy.  


He referred to Satan as "...a strong man," and asked this allegorical question of his disciples, 

	How can anyone enter a strong man's house and carry off his possessions unless 	he first ties up the strong man?  (Matthew 12:29)
	
Christ himself was dependent on the power of the Holy Spirit to accomplish his work on earth. When you read the gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) that commence the New Testament, you will discover that Jesus did not begin his ministry until the Holy Spirit had come to rest upon him. Mark describes how Jesus received the Holy Spirit at the Jordan River when he was baptized by John the Baptist, the prophet God had sent to proclaim the arrival of his son among us.  Mark tells us that,

	 Jesus...saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on him.  
	(Mark 1:10) 

Students of the scriptures have often deliberated on this event. Did Jesus "see" this event so that others would as well, and recognize Jesus as the true son of God? Or was this "seeing" for his benefit? Was it to confirm in his heart that God's spirit would walk with him on earth as it was in heaven?  Personally, I enjoy the latter explanation, although both might be accurate.   John saw and knew what it meant.  (John 1:32, 33)

Immediately following this anointing of the Spirit, Luke writes,  

	Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit . . . was led by the Spirit in the desert, where for forty 	days he was tempted by the devil.  And Jesus returned to Galilee in the power 	of the Spirit.  (Luke 4:1, 2,14)

God the Father knew that his son would need the anointing, blessing, and protective covering of the Holy Spirit in the desert. I am reminded here, that God often meets our needs before we have necessity of such help.  God did not allow his son to walk into the desert of temptation without first anointing him with the Holy Spirit at the river's edge. 

Jesus faced the barrage of Satan's temptations with strength, in spite of his weakened condition from spending forty days of fasting in the wilderness. Again, this is for our edification.  It seems to me that Jesus had to go to the lowest point of human existence in order to assure us - who would read and retell this story for generations to come - that no place is too impoverished, miserable, or difficult for the Holy Spirit to provide superseding strength and comfort. Even the direct assaults of Satan could not penetrate the shield of the Spirit.

When Jesus returned from the wilderness he went directly to the synagogue to initiate his ministry. The very first words Jesus said were:  

	The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me . . . to proclaim 	freedom for the prisoners.  (Luke 4:18)
	
He knew this to be true beyond the shadow of any doubting. The light of God's true Spirit had been poured out upon his life and consecrated his message. The shadowlands had become witness to a "great light" that would pierce even the darkest hearts.

The disciple Peter, looking back on Christ's time on earth, records, 

	God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and he went 	around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil.  	(Acts 10:38)






part two
GREATER WORKS THAN THESE SHALL YOU DO


THE WILL OF HIM THAT SENT ME

When Jesus first began to teach and evangelize, he would often remind his listeners that he had come, not to burden them with following his own earthly schemes, but with a specific and purposeful plan that originated from his Father in heaven.  He referred to this as the will of his Father, saying,

	I came down from heaven not to do my own will, but the will of Him that sent 	me.  (John 6:38)  

Jesus had come with a new way of thinking about God and how to worship and know him. His message was of heavenly origin, as he instructed them, 

	You are from beneath; I am from above: you are of this world; I am not of this 	world.  (John 8:23)

The humility of Christ is ever-present throughout scriptures. Jesus truly lived as the incarnate son of God, and yet as a man. He was capable of great manifestations of God's power, yet he was committed to a human walk that demanded suffering and solitude.  Of this truth, the apostle Paul writes, 

	He made himself of no reputation.  He took upon him the form of a servant, and 	was made in the likeness of men. (Philippians 2:7)

Consider his travels in Samaria. As a human man, Jesus sat wearily by the wayside well at Sychar. As God, however, he was able to look within the life of the woman who approached the well.  As God, he had the power to give her the living water to satisfy the thirsting of her soul.  This leads us to these parallel examples:

As man, we see Jesus sleeping wearily in the back of the fishing boat on a storm-tossed Sea of Galilee. Moments later, as God, Jesus rebukes the raging tempest, saying, 

	Peace, be still,...and there was a great calm.  (Matthew 8:26)

As man Jesus stood mourning by the tomb of his dear friend Lazarus. Tears coursed down his sunburned cheeks.  But then, as God, Jesus commanded the corpse, 
	
	Lazarus, come forth...and he came forth.  (John 11:43, 44)

The point of these examples is critical to our understanding the nature of the Holy Spirit and how it impacts our lives. Jesus ministered personally in the power of the Spirit, and yet, as is seen clearly in the chronology of the New Testament writings, he was limited to moving and working in one place at one time.  In fact, when the crowd asked him to remain with them, Jesus refused, saying, 

	Let us go somewhere else---to the nearby villages . . . so I can preach there 	as well.  (Mark 1:38)

In spite of these limitations, Jesus told his disciples that,

	This gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony 	to all nations.  (Matthew 24:14)

Jesus personally could not take the gospel to all nations. But his disciples certainly could, perhaps not in their generation, but in generations to come. Jesus told his followers, speaking prophetically as well as by mandate,

	You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 	ends of the earth. (Acts 1:8)

Having depended on the Holy Spirit to consecrate and empower his own ministry, Jesus  certainly did not expect his followers to carry on his mission in their own strength. And yet the time of his departure from this world was approaching.  Unquestionably, the disciples must have discussed the future among themselves. Would Christ remain with them forever? How could they fulfill his work if he was not there to oversee it?

When finally the time came for Jesus to leave this earth, he gave them the answer to this question.  He told his disciples that he would send to them the Holy Spirit. They would not be left alone in their effort to follow the words of and teachings of Jesus. Nor would they be on their own as they witnessed of Jesus to the four corners of the world.  Jesus said,  

	Now I am going to him who sent me . . . It is for your good that I am going  	away. For, unless I go away, the Counselor , or Holy Spirit, will not come to you; 	but if I go, I will send him to dwell among you. (John 16:5, 7)



































REVEALING THE NEED IN OUR LIVES


Jesus told his disciples that the Holy Spirit's first works would be to convict men and women of what was wrong in their lives, revealing to their hearts that Jesus Christ was in fact their Savior. The Holy Spirit would draw men and women to the words and message of Jesus, filling their hearts with the fullness of God's presence and joy, indicating to them that they had been born of the Spirit.  Jesus said of the Holy Spirit, 

	He will not speak on his own.  He will bring glory to me.  (John 16:13, 14)

Before Jesus was born, an angel was sent to announce his birth. This angel declared,

	You are to give him the name of Jesus, because he will save his people from 	their sins.  (Matthew 1:21)

But before men or women can truly repent of their sins, they must first realize that they are separated from a life in God because of sin.  To our own minds, our lives might seem above reproach.  We might perceive "sin" as a negative way of thinking. Solomon wrote in his collection of proverbs, 

	All of our ways seem innocent to our own eyes...  (Proverbs 16:2)

Jesus did not come into the world to bring condemnation, or to judge how far beneath  God's mark humankind had fallen. But Jesus did come to make us aware of our need for spiritual transformation.  Few today would argue that our societies are in need of some kind of healing. Thus, the Holy Spirit was sent by Christ to magnify our need of Christ and redemption. The scriptures instruct us that this is one of the primary roles of the Holy Spirit. For this reason, Jesus said when he sent the Holy Spirit . . . 

	He will convict the world of guilt and sin.  (John 16:8)  

When the Holy Spirit convicts a sinner of sin, that person is not aware of the presence of the Holy Spirit.  He or she only knows that, in the sight of God, they have sinned and failed to follow God's commandments.  Just a few hours before, they might have felt self-righteous and more spiritual than their neighbors or friends. Now, under the full examination that only the Holy Spirit can conduct, the distance between themselves and God seems great and immeasurable.



REVEALING CHRIST

Thank God, the Holy Spirit does not leave us in such a condition! Our hearts would surely break realizing that our sins had so thoroughly separated us from the divine presence.   Mercifully, the Holy Spirit never probes or troubles our hearts without offering the solution near at hand.  So it is, that after causing us to realize how far we have fallen from God's way, the Holy Spirit reveals the promise of Christ to our hearts. This indeed is the "Good News" of which the early Christian believers spoke.

Peter, the disciple of Jesus, had his own spiritual eyes opened to this truth. From being a self-absorbed man, he suddenly recognized in Jesus the unspoken desire of his heart. Turning to Jesus, he declared, 

	You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.  (Matthew 16:16) 

To this statement, Jesus replied,

	Blessed are you Peter...for this truth was not revealed to you by man. 
	(Matthew 16:17)

Paul the apostle would add,

	No person can say, Jesus is Lord, except by the (revelation of the) Holy Spirit. 	
	(1 Corinthians 12:3)



DRAWING MEN AND WOMEN TO CHRIST

After the Holy Spirit shows us the sad reality of sin in our lives, he then makes known Christ to us as our Savior.  The third aspect of his ministry is to draw us to Christ. Jesus said,

	No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him.  (John 6:44)

Speaking pictorially, Jesus described himself as a guest standing outside a closed door, knocking.  He is calling to anyone who will listen on the other side, 

	Here I am!  I am standing at the door (of your heart) and knocking. If anyone 	hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in.  (Revelation 3:20)

Years later, John writes:  

	To all who received him (Jesus), to those who believed in his name, he gave 	the right to become children of God.  (John 1:12)

Octavio Paz, the great Mexican poet, and winner of the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1990, wrote a book titled, The Labyrinth of Solitude. He described modern men and women as being lost in a maze of loneliness and despair. 

How contrasting is the image of the heart that has turned towards the warmth of Christ's embrace. Past days of loneliness and spiritual frustration are ended. the work of the Spirit having drawn us into a new communion, or communication, with God. Where once our lives might have been barren, there is now a new way of peace and company. Likening our hearts to a home, Jesus said, 

	Now (because of the work of redemption) my Father will love you...and we will 	come (Christ and God the Father) and dwell with you, and make our home with 	you... (John 14:32)

















part three
BORN AND BAPTIZED OF THE SPIRIT


BORN OF THE SPIRIT

The Holy Spirit convicts of sin, reveals Christ, draws us to Christ, and bears witness to our spirit when Christ comes to dwell among us.  Still, the Holy Spirit does not speak of himself.  In all of these ministries, he works quietly and anonymously. Even when he bears witness to man's conversion, he has still not drawn the attention to himself.  He has, as Jesus said, glorified him, and made us aware that we are indeed children of God through the salvation provided by Jesus. 

Puzzled by what he had heard Jesus teach, a religious man named Nicodemus came to Jesus at night. He wanted to make inquiries into the meaning of Christ's words. Again, Jesus spoke using metaphor to explain the significance of his message.   

	Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.  You should not be 	surprised at my saying, 'You must be born again.'  I tell you the truth, no one can 	see the kingdom of  God unless he is born again. (John 3:6, 7,  3)


BAPTIZED IN THE HOLY SPIRIT

While Christ clearly explained the work of the Holy Spirit in bringing us into the full experience of spiritual birth (what he meant when he said, 'born again'), he also spoke of being baptized  in the Holy Spirit. This terminology was used first by John the Baptist, who told his followers as they gathered along the river bank, 

	I indeed baptize you with water. But one more powerful than I will come . . . He 	will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.  (Luke 3:16)
	
It was not until Christ neared the end of his own earthly ministry, that he acknowledged John's announcement. He told his followers,

	John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy 	spirit. (Acts 1:5) 
							
Some time after Jesus had returned to his Father, Peter visited the house of a man named Cornelius. He called to mind what Jesus had taught, and commented to those gathered in the house, 

	I remember what the Lord said: John baptized with water, but you will be 	baptized with the Holy Spirit. (Acts 11:16)














THE NEED FOR POWER

What exactly was the meaning of being baptized in the Holy Spirit?  Jesus indicated to his followers that such an experience would give them new power - to overcome temptation and live more Godly, Christ-centered lives. Paul often wrote of the weakness of humankind, and our inherent inability to follow God's laws. 

Even today this seems strikingly clear: we need more than advice, we need power. The baptism in the Holy Spirit gave Peter that which he lacked before that experience on the feast day called Pentecost.  Examining the unique events that took place during the celebration of Pentecost provides us with a vivid insight into the significance of "Spirit baptism."

Prior to the "Pentecost" experience, Peter was a boastful and impetuous man. Most of the time, he seemed to say and do the wrong or inappropriate thing. His actions and his words were always getting him into trouble. All four gospels record the tumultuous events in Jerusalem during Christ's final visit to the holy city. Judas, blinded by greed, and beguiled by evil, had betrayed Jesus to the temple guards. On grounds that were vague and without warrant, Jesus was arrested. 

Hours before Christ's apprehension in the garden on the Mount of Olives, Jesus attempted to tell his disciples what was about to happen.  At their last supper together, he shared with them the very imminence of his betrayal.  But Peter would not hear it.  Adamantly he declared how unshakable was his fidelity, saying, 

	Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death.  (Luke 22:33)
		
That same night, however, Peter was confronted by a servant girl  as he warmed himself by an open fire.  Jesus had been arrested.  The disciples had all been scattered into hiding. Judas had committed suicide.  So soon Peter forgot his boasting.  His heart crumbled with fear when the girl demanded,  

	Are you not one of Jesus' disciples?  (John 18:17)

Matthew records that Peter denied his knowledge of Jesus with curses and blasphemies. (Matthew 26:74)

But a new day was approaching the horizon.  Only a few days separated that dreadful night of sorrow from that glorious day during Pentecost. The followers of Jesus gathered in an upstairs room to pray and ask for divine help. The writer of the Acts describes them as "...being all of one mind."  

How can one describe what happened on that day?  Surely, our words fall short of those hours of glory.  Discouraged and still filled with sorrow, these men and women awaited the promise made to them by the Master whom they loved.  Undeniably, they must have felt unified in their love for Christ, just as they clung resolutely to the covenant he had birthed in their hearts.

Into this room something came that was unlike anything they might have expected, and surely more fantastic than anything they had ever known - the sound of a "rushing wind" and "flames of fire" above their heads.  Each began to praise God with new voices of praise.  A great visitation of the Holy Spirit was experienced by all 120 who had assembled. The promised "Spirit baptism" had come. 



Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, was transformed into a very different person. The same man who had cowered from the taunts of a servant girl, now was able to stand before great numbers of people and speak boldly of his faith in Christ. When the temple leaders brought the disciples before them,  we read that Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them,

	Know this, you and all the people of Israel; It is by the name of Jesus Christ of 	Nazareth, whom you crucified . . . Salvation is found in no one else.
	(Acts 4:8, 10, 12)

It was the baptism in the Holy Spirit that had made the difference in Peter's life, even as we read:  

	They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly . . . and 	with great power.  (Acts 4:31, 33)





OVERCOMING THE EVIL ONE


It is made very clear throughout the scriptures that since Eden's garden, the two forces of God and Satan have been engaged a dreadful conflict that takes place in a world fallen under the dominion of Satan.  We have noted that Jesus spoke of Satan as, 

	,,,the ruler of this world comes...but he has no power over me.  (John 14:30)

Christ also called Satan the "prince of this world," and Paul the apostle referred to him as the "god of this world." (2 Corinthians 4:3)  

When Adam chose to follow Satan in those primordial hours in the Garden of Eden, he lost his place of authority to Satan, and all of humankind that has followed has been born into an earthly kingdom under Satan's jurisdiction. All through the centuries, prior to the coming of Jesus, human history had endured a constant state of Satanic siege. The prophet Zechariah received this vision in 520 B.C.: 

	God showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the Lord, 	and Satan standing at his right hand to resist him.  (Zechariah 3:1)

Left here on earth without the Holy Spirit's power, such a reality would overwhelm us with ominous and terrifying darkness.  Like the disciples before Pentecost, we would be scattered and in disarray.  The apostle Paul makes it clear that Holy Spirit baptism is not given merely to enable us to overcome our own human weaknesses, but also to overcome the very present power of Satan. Standing on trial before the king, Paul spoke of how God had called him to turn from darkness to light, escaping

	 "...from the power of Satan to God."  (Acts 26:18)
	
Paul realized that for centuries the minds of men and women had been blinded by Satan.  He wrote:

	If our gospel is hid, it is hid to those who are perishing.  The god of this age has 	blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel 	of the glory of Christ.  (2 Corinthians 4:3, 4)



The apostle could also recall how God sent the devout Ananias to minister to him during those first hours following his conversion. Ananias laid his hands on Paul so that he might 

	...receive the Holy Spirit, and fulfill the ministry to which he was called...to open 	men's eyes and turn them from darkness to light.  (Acts 26:18)

In his letter to the new believers at Ephesus, Paul would add...

	For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the spiritual forces of 	evil.  (Ephesians 6:12)

Instead of fear of a powerful adversary, the believer is set free. The chains of dread are broken. In his letter to the Romans, the apostle wrote, 

	As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God...You have 	not received the spirit of bondage again to fear.  (Romans 8:14, 15) 

God promised he would never leave nor forsake his people.  Paul writes to the Hebrew believers, 

	We may now boldly say, the Lord is my helper, I will not fear what man shall do 	unto me.  (Hebrews 13:6)

Paul certainly knew many occasions when fear would could have undermined his confidence. He traveled the known world, constantly in danger, his life threatened for what he believed.  His list of enemies was long. In the city of Lystra, they stoned Paul and threw him out of the city supposing that they had killed him. Some might have fled, but Paul chose to return to the city. Later, he would visit Lystra again, bringing his friend Silas with him to testify of the love of Jesus that could not be suppressed with words or stones. 
 
In Philippi, Paul was thrown into a dungeon. This time a divinely timed earthquake allowed him to escape unharmed.  When called before the magistrate, he was told to,   "Depart and go in peace."  But Paul answered, saying, 

	They have beaten us openly, without proper trial, being Romans, and have cast 	us into prison; and now, do they thrust us out secretly? Let them come 	themselves, and release us openly.  (Acts 16:37)

As we look at the record of Paul's ministry as described by Luke, his frequent companion, there is no evidence that Paul knew what it was to fear neither men nor devils.  Neither demons nor dungeons, whipe, stones or mobs would deter him. 

Paradoxically, it seems at first, Paul  writes to the Corinthian believers that, 
	
	I was with you in fear.  (1 Corinthians 2:3)
	
But the fear that troubled Paul was not of oppression or bonds. Paul feared that the new converts that he saw come "into the kingdom" would place their faith in him, or in man's wisdom, and not in the power of God.  He writes, 

	My preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration 	of the Spirit and of power: that your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, 	but in the power of God...For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power.  	(1 Corinthians 2:4, 5; 4:10)
	


A highly educated man, Paul knew that for centuries humankind had enjoyed access to philosophers and sages capable of offering sound advice. In spite of this combined wisdom, human beings had not been able to follow this advice due to the weakness of the flesh.  History records the lives of countless well-meaning men and women who attempted to guide their nations correctly. Ultimately, however, they had not been able even to live their own lives as they longed, and many lives and destinies were derailed by the power of Satan.  Paul spoke of the enemy as on, 

	...who has taken men captive to do his will.  (2 Timothy 2:26)

Thankfully, Paul's message was more than advice, more than a pocket guide to some kind of a "do-it-yourself" spirituality.   The message of the apostle was nothing short of a   living demonstration of God's power.  God performed extraordinary miracles through Paul, so that even the handkerchiefs and aprons that had touched him were talen and placed on the fevered brows of the sick, and their illnesses were cured, and the evil spirits left them.  (Acts 19:11)
	
Paul wanted his followers to know this same power of the Holy Spirit.  Paul's only fear was, that their faith would rest in the wisdom of their own imaginations, instead of in the power of God.  (1 Corinthians 2:5)







SPIRITUAL FOOD

We exist in a constant state of duality on this earth. On one hand, we must fulfill our physical needs. We sleep to regain strength, and eat when we are hungry. The apostle states,

	There is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.  (1 Corinthians 15:44)

On the other hand, just as the physical man demands natural food for vitality, so the spiritual man, or inner man, must have spiritual food and drink. Paul speaks of 

	...those who eat the same spiritual food and drink the same spiritual drink.  
	(1 Corinthians 10:3)

In the Temple at Jerusalem, Jesus reiterated the statements he had made to the Samaritan women. John records them as follows:

	If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink.  By this he meant the Spirit, 	whom those who believed in him were later to receive.  (John 7:37, 39)

Equally, there were many instances when Jesus likened the Holy Spirit to food, saying, for example:

	Which of you fathers, if your son asks for bread will he give him a stone? or if 	your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead?  Or if he asks for an egg, 	will give him a scorpion?  If you then, though you are evil, know how to give 	good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the 	Holy Spirit to those who ask him!  (Luke 11:11-13)










part four
THE GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT


WORDS OF WISDOM & KNOWLEDGE

In his Corinthian letters, Paul addresses the "special gifts" of the Holy Spirit.  While there are a variety of gifts, there is only one Spirit.  (1 Corinthians 12:4)

Jesus was quick to tell those who listened to his teaching that the words and wisdom he imparted came from his Father, and were delivered to him to speak. This allows us an insight to understand how piercing and revelatory was his teaching.  Jesus told his followers that this same gift could be evident in their lives, allowing them Spirit-directed words of wisdom when such were needed.  

	Whenever you are arrested and brought to trial, do not worry beforehand 	about what to say. Just say whatever is given you at the time, for it is not you 	speaking, but the Holy Spirit.  (Mark 13:11)

Paul acknowledges this in his letter to the Corinthian Christians, writing,

	To one there is given through the Spirit the word of wisdom. (1 Corinthians 12:8)

Again to the Corinthians, Paul writes,

	To another (there is given) the message of knowledge by means of the same 	Spirit.  (1 Corinthians 12:8)

Where human wisdom and knowledge fail, the Spirit speaks to the heart.  Something new is imparted, and a way is found, where once there existed confusion or fear.


FAITH BY THE SAME SPIRIT
			  
Some today speak of their faith as a mental attitude that is the result of existing facts. The apostle James declares that this is not the kind of faith that is capable of miracles.  When speaking of such, he says,  

	You (boast that you) believe that there is one God.  Even the demons believe 	that, and shudder.  (James 2:19)

The faith that works miracles is a faith of a divine quality. The Bible speaks of the faith of God, that is imparted by the Holy Spirit.  We read that Barnabas, for example,

	...was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith.  (Acts 11:24)
	
Paul speaks of having the "faith of Christ," and having the "spirit of faith." This is the faith that is empowered by the Holy Spirit, bringing healing through prayer.




THE GIFT OF HEALING

Paul speaks of the gifts of healing being conveyed by the same Spirit.  (1 Corinthians 12:9)

It is said that Jesus spent as much time administering healing to the sick as he did in teaching and preaching.  When Jesus sent his disciples out into the country to minister, he told them emphatically,

	You shall lay hands on the sick and they shall recover.  (Mark 16:18)

After the disciples experienced the Spirit-baptism on the day of Pentecost, they witnessed many miracles of healing.  We read:  

	Crowds gathered also from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing their sick and 	those tormented by evil spirits, and all of them were healed.  (Acts 5:16)  

Philip traveled back along the route Jesus had walked, into the badlands of Samaria. There he met with dramatic results as,
	
	...with shrieks and cries,  evil spirits came out of many, and many paralytics and 	cripples were healed.  (Acts 8:7)  
	
Healing followed the apostle Paul wherever he voyaged. Even on the island of Melita, shipwrecked, and weary, he might have felt discouraged and withdrawn. Instead, motivated by the power of the Holy Spirit, Paul prayed for Publius, the chief man of the island. Publius was,

	...immediately healed, and the rest of the sick on the island came and they too 	were cured.  (Acts 28:9)

James writes,  

	Is any sick among you?  Let him call for the elders of the church; and let them 	pray over him.  And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall 	raise him up.  (James 5:14, 15)



THE WORKING OF MIRACLES

In naming the gifts of the Spirit, Paul continues by saying,

	...to another miraculous powers.  (1 Corinthians 12:10)

The whole movement of first century believers followed the teachings of a man who had performed uncountable miracles. Now, anointed by the same Spirit that had rested upon their Master's life, they were endued with a new confidence and enthusiasm. On the day of Pentecost, Peter addressed the multitude, calling to their attention that they were followers of...

	 Jesus of Nazareth...a man accredited by God to you by miracles.  (Acts 2:22)

From that turning-point moment of the Spirit's descending, the disciples of Jesus moved boldly in the certitude that they were new ambassadors of Jesus and his ministry of comfort, healing, and salvation.  When Peter and John ministered to the man lame from birth, and he was healed, even the religious leaders, who opposed Christ at the time, were forced to admit that something special was happening. Following one of the more spectacular healings accredited to Peter and John, they confessed...

	Everybody living in Jerusalem knows they have done an outstanding miracle, 	and we cannot deny it.  (Acts 4:16)

Regarding Paul's ministry, we read: 

	God did extraordinary miracles through Paul.  (Acts 19:11)

This pattern of the miraculous continued throughout the history of the early Christians. Twenty-three years after Christ's ascension to his Father, Paul wrote to the new believers in Galatia.  From his writing room in Ephesus, he reminded them of...

	He who gives to you the Spirit and works miracles among you...  (Galatians 3:5)

Six years later, Paul wrote from Rome to the followers of Jesus in Palestine...

	God also testified . . . by signs, wonders and various miracles, and gifts of the 	Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.  (Hebrews 2:4)



PROPHECY

In Paul's letter to the Christians at Ephesus, he makes a comment that underscores the aspect of these properties of the Holy Spirit given to men and women as gifts. Referring to the time immediately following Christ's ascension to his Father in heaven, Paul writes, 

	He gave gifts to men . . . some to be apostles, some to be prophets . . . so that 	the body of Christ may be built up.  (Ephesians 4:8, 11, 12)

Among the early church, those specifically mentioned as prophets were, Barnabas, Simeon, Lucius and Manaen.  (Acts 13:1)

These men had a special influence in Paul and Barnabas being sent on their missionary journey.  We read:  

	While they were worshipping the Lord . . . the Holy Spirit said, Set apart for me 	Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.  (Acts 13:2)

After Paul completed his first missionary journey with Barnabas, he was joined by Silas, and we read of him,  

	Judas and Silas, who themselves were prophets, said much to encourage and 	strengthen the brothers.  (Acts 15:32)

The role of operation of prophecy was important among the first believers. In our time too, there is a great need for divine instruction. Paul writes, 

	Everyone who prophesies speaks to men for their strengthening, 	encouragement and comfort.  (1 Corinthians 14:3)

There is an indication as well, that this gift would continue, ongoing in the lives of future believers in Jesus. On the day of Pentecost, Peter told the crowd, 

	Your sons and daughters will prophesy.  (Acts 2:17)

When Paul arrived at Caesarea on his way to Jerusalem, the writer of the book of Acts records, 
	
	We reached Caesarea and stayed at the house of Philip the evangelist.  He 	had four unmarried daughters who prophesied.  

	After we had been there a number of days, a prophet named Agabus came 	down from Judea.  He took Paul's belt, tied his own hands and feet with it and 	said, The Holy Spirit says, In this way the Jews of Jerusalem will bind the owner of 	this belt and will hand him over to the Gentiles.  (Acts 21:8-11)



DISCERNING OF SPIRITS

We must not be forgetful of the fact that we are living in a world where spiritual conflicts and warfares do exist. While the scriptures teach and admonish us of the true work of the Holy Spirit, they also warn us of dark forces that would imitate and contend with this true spirit. Both Old and New Testament writers cautioned concerning "false prophets."  

Jesus warned, 

	Watch out for false prophets.  They come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly 	they are ferocious wolves.  (Matthew 7:15)

Again he said, 

	Many false prophets will appear and deceive many.  (Matthew 24:11)

In the book of Acts we read of a confrontation between Paul and Barnabas and a sorcerer named Bar-jesus.

	When Paul and Barnabas came to Paphos . . . they met a sorcerer and false 	prophet named Bar-jesus.  Then Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, said, You are a 	child of the devil and an enemy of everything that is right!  You are full of all 	kinds of deceit and trickery.  Will you never stop perverting the right ways of the 	Lord?  (Acts 13:6, 9, 10)

Peter comments, 
	
	There were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false 	teachers among you.  (2 Peter 2:1)

And John adds, 

	Do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, 	because many false prophets have gone out into the world.  (1 John 4:1)


















part five
THEY SHALL ALL SPEAK WITH NEW TONGUES


WE KNOW NOT WHAT TO PRAY FOR AS WE SHOULD

We have touched briefly on the "Pentecost" experience that took place among 120 followers of Jesus in an upper room. As the years unfold away from this tremendous manifestation of the Holy Spirit's outpouring, this event stands not only as a cornerstone of the early acts of the apostles, but as a substantial buttress to the whole of Christian history.

Up until this time, religion in every demonstration and display, was dependent upon the understanding of the human mind working in chorus with the revelations of God's interaction with time and history.  But in the  "Pentecost" experience, a new dimension is reached. Paul confesses in his letter to the Roman church, 

	We know not what we should pray for as we should... (Romans 8:26)

Now the Spirit of God had been sent to "make intercession" for us. Our limitations had been transcended in this experience. Our hearts, in worship, adoration, and praise, could touch heaven. Our weary minds could be comforted and find rest as our spirit made contact in prayers and songs. Luke, who penned the story in the book of Acts, records,

	...they were all together in one place (which was an upper room). Suddenly 	there came a sound from heaven, as of a mighty wind coming: and it filled the 	whole house where they were sitting. And there appeared to them flames, as it 	were of fire. And these tongues of fire touched or rested on them. And they 	were all filled with the Holy Spirit: and they began to speak in diverse 	languages, as the Holy Spirit gave them new speech. (Acts 2:1-4)     

As is mentioned in the prologue, Kenneth Scott Latourette, the late Sterling Professor of Oriental History at Yale University, commented that this (Pentecost) occurrence transformed the disciples. He writes, "...from discouraged, disillusioned men and women who sadly looked back upon the days when they had hoped that Jesus would become the new world leader, they were made over into a company of enthusiastic witnesses, adding to their numbers, other Jews, Romans, Greeks, Ephesians, the educated, and the slave. Like other men and women, these remained human.  Yet in them burned a power and a life which came through Jesus by the infilling of the Holy Spirit, and this power worked moral and spiritual transformation within them.  That power proved contagious, even as it does today.”

Few would argue that this mysterious, somewhat mystic experience has not proved contagious. From the cathedrals of Münich, where I had the privilege of teaching, to the university halls, Oxford's Debating Hall, Germany's Beethoven Hall, London's Royal Albert Hall, and in churches of many denominations, the "Glossilalia" or "Pentecost" experience has infused hearts and minds with a new spiritual vigor. At the time of this writing, many thousands of people are experiencing the Holy Spirit experience daily. 

Michel Serés wrote, "Everything, even time, moves out from us in all directions. We are governed in this world, by the possible, the actual, the eternal, and the necessary."  


Reading this, I meditated that in this four-walled cathedral God dwells. He dwells in the possible, the actual, the eternal, and the necessary.

Sinead O'Connor, the Irish singer, performs a song that begins, "these are perilous times." Sadly, she can point to little evidence to contradict such an outlook. This being true, we can understand the necessity for a great move of the Holy Spirit in our lifetime. In these times of peril, we truly need fresh strength in our spiritual walk. God, being the eternal God of the possible, and the God of necessity, has greeted us with this refreshing outpouring of the Holy Spirit in the actual world. He is not the God of antiquity, but the God of the here and now. 



THE GLOSSILALIA EXPERIENCE

We are offered an intimate view of the apostle Paul's personal experience of this prayer in the unknown tongue in his letters to the Corinthian believers.  The apostle makes some remarkable statements pertaining to his own praying in tongues: 

	If I pray in a new language (tongue), my spirit prays...this is not a language 	known by man.  For in such a prayer, one is talking to God and not to man, and 	Paul says, no man understands him; he utters mysteries with his spirit.  
	(1 Corinthians 14:2)  

Paul also makes it clear that his natural mind did not know what is being said when he prayed in this fashion.  He explains this by saying, 

	For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is unfruitful.   

Over the years, translators of the Pauline letters have amplified this statement from the first letter to the Corinthians , chapter 14, verse 14, in the following way:

	If I pray in a new tongue, my spirit prays, but my understanding is without fruit. 
	(Catholic Vulgate Translation)

	If I pray in this way my spirit prays indeed, but my mind has no part in it. 
	(Today's English Version)

	If I pray in a tongue my spirit is praying, but my mind is inactive.  
	(Philips Modern English)

	If I use such language in my prayer, the Spirit in me prays.
	(New English Bible)

Paul knew that his own understanding (or mind) was limited when it came to truly knowing or understanding the depths and needs of his own spiritual being, let alone the things of God.  He knew that in his own experience, he did not, "...know not what to pray FOR..." as he should.  (Romans 8:26)  

Various translators present us with this rewording of Paul's words,

	The Spirit also helps us in our limitations.  For example, we do not know how to 	pray worthily, but the Spirit within us is actually praying.  (Philips Modern English)

	The Spirit comes to the aid of our weakness.  We do not even know how we 	ought to pray.  (New English Bible)

	

	We cannot choose words in order to pray properly.  The Spirit himself expresses 	our plea.  (Jerusalem Bible)

	For we don't even know what we should pray for, nor how to pray as we should; 	but the Holy Spirit prays for us.  (The Living Bible)

In this "glossilalia" experience, God does not search the mind to know what is prayed. God searches the heart. We read this in Paul's letter to the Roman church (8:27):

	God . . . sees into the hearts. (Today's English Version)
	God . . . searches our inmost being.  (New English Bible)

Paul also states about his "praying in the Spirit": 

	My mind has no part in it.  (1 Corinthians 14:14)
	
Paul goes on in this passage to write this marvelous statement...

	 ...God looks past the limited mind of man, and sees the MIND OF THE SPIRIT.
	(1 Corinthians 14:14)

In all of the various translations, this amazing truth is made exceedingly clear.

	He who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit. 
	(New International Version)  

	God who sees into the hearts of men, knows what the thought of the Spirit is.   	(Today's English Version)	

	The pleas expressed by the Spirit are according to the mind of God.  
	(Jerusalem Bible)

	What the Spirit is saying is in harmony with God's own will.   			(The Living Bible)

This being true, what a wonderful breakthrough such a prayer experience would bring to each of us, expanding our horizons beyond the repetitive working of our mind. Each hour that we pray in our own understanding, we express the needs and desires of our natural mind.  But when we pray in the Spirit, the Holy Spirit accompanies us, guiding us in our prayer for needs and desires that are unavailable to our mind.  



INTERCEDING FOR LOST SOULS

When the angel brought word to Joseph that Mary would bear a son, the angel said,

	She shall bring forth a son, and you shall call his name Jesus: for he shall save his 	people from their sins.  (Matthew 1:21)  

And when Christ began his ministry, he said, 

	The Son of man is come to save that which is lost.  To save means to rescue, to 	preserve from harm and destruction.  (Matthew 18:11)  

Jesus came not only to open the gates to eternal life and heaven, he came as God's gift to save man from destruction, even as is written in the most memorable words of John's gospel ,
	God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 	believes in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  (John 3:16) 

When Jesus spoke of heaven, he invariably spoke of hell.  Conversely, whenever he spoke of eternal death, he spoke of eternal life.  This was true throughout his teaching.  He admonished his listeners, 

	Enter in at the straight gate: for wide is the gate, broad is the way that leads to 	destruction.  Many there be that go in thereat: because straight is the gate, and 	narrow is the way that leads to life, and few there be that find it. 
	(Matthew 7:13, 14)

When Christ instructed his disciples to "...go into all the world and teach the Good News,,"  his final command to his followers was,

	Go into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.  He that	believes and is baptized shall be saved; he that believes not shall be 	condemned. (Mark 16:15, 16)

Jesus also said,  

	The Son of man is come to save that which was lost. (Matthew 18:11)

It is impossible for our human mind to fully comprehend what it means for one to be lost. 
Describing the state of the lost, Jesus spoke of 

	...darkness where there will be weeping and great sorrow. (Matthew 8:12) 

Jesus described the departure of an unsaved man from this world into the regions of the lost, saying,  

	The rich man died and was buried.  In hell he was in torment....when he realized 	he had reached an eternal destiny from which there was no return, he pled that 	one would go to his father's house, and warn his brethren, so that they will not 	also come to this place of torment.  (Luke 16:28)
	
The Gospel makes it clear that man can be eternally abandoned. At the heart of Christ's mission on earth, his longing was that none should be condemned to such exclusion.  Yet, in our own selfish manner of thinking, we are not normally concerned about the spiritual fate of our neighbor.  Humankind does not exhibit a natural state of love for the souls of others, even those who are dissolute. Such a love can only come, as Paul says, 

	When the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit that is 	given unto us.  (Romans 5:5)  

Paul speaks of praying in the Spirit,

	...with groanings that cannot be uttered. (Romans 8:26)

By this he refers to the work of the Holy Spirit interceding for the lost and abandoned souls of those around us.  This kind of love transcends the human experience and represents one of the highest peaks of spiritual attainment.

Beyond this work of intercession and spiritual concern, the Spirit can bring us to even "love our enemies."  Jesus said,

	You have heard it said 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' But I tell you,
	Love your enemies as well. (Matthew 5:43,44)
	
None of us possess the power or ability to love those who despise us. This is contrary to every level of human personality. Such a love must be imparted to us. This is what Paul means when he writes, 

	God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has 	given to us. (Romans 5:5)	

Paul was not theorizing about some theological ideal. As much as anyone, he could address this subject from personal experience and demonstration.  To the Roman church he wrote, 

	I have (had) great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart for the sake of my
	brothers.  (Romans 9:2,3)

Here he is not speaking of his fellow followers of Christ. Paul is writing about his brothers who tried to kill him in Damascus at the time of his conversion (Acts 9:23). He was alluding to those who whipped him with chains, expelled him from the city of Antioch of Pisicia, and stoned him with stones at Iconium until he was thought to be dead. (Acts 14:5-19)


EVERYTHING WE TRULY NEED

In Luke's eighteenth chapter we discover a narrative describing a "certain ruler" who came to Jesus with the following question, 

	 Good Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?  

Jesus replied, 

	Why do you call me good?  None is good, save one, that is God.  You know 	the commandments.  Do not commit adultery.  Do not kill.  Do not steal.  Do not 	bear false witness.  Honor your father and mother.  

To this answer the man responded, 

	All these I have kept from my youth up until this very day. 

When Jesus heard these words, he said unto him, 

	Yet you lack one thing: Sell what you have and distribute unto the poor, and 	you shall have treasure in heaven: and come and follow me.  

Luke tells us that when the ruler heard what Jesus had to say, he was filled with sorrow and turned away, for he was a very wealthy man.  Jesus said,

	How hard it is for those that have riches to enter into the kingdom of God. 
	(Luke 18:18-24)

Peter watched the despondent  young man as he walked away, and he said to Jesus, 

	We have forsaken all and followed you; what shall we have therefore?  

To Peter's question, Jesus answered, 

	Anyone who has left brothers or sisters, father, mother, or children, land or 	houses, for the sake of my name, will be repaid many times over and gain 	eternal life.  (Matthew 19:27-29)

It is not the possession of money that is sin.  It is as the apostle Paul said, The love of money is the root of all evil,

	...which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced 	themselves through with many sorrows.  They that will be rich fall into the 	temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown 	men in destruction and perdition. (1 Timothy 6:9, 10)  

John, the disciple, said, 

	Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world.  If any man love the 	world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For all that is in the world, the lust of 	the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of life is not of the Father, but is of the 	world.  And the world passes away, and the lust thereof: but he that does the 	will of God abides forever.  (1 John 2:15-17)

Paul writes in a similar vein to Timothy,

	In the last days perilous times shall come, and men will be lovers of their own 	selves. They will be lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God.  Men will be 	without natural devotion. And there will be those that will degenerate to the 	condition of not even having normal affection for those around them.   
	(2 Timothy 3:2-4)  

Jesus goes perhaps even further than Paul does in his letters.  He says, 

	You have heard it has been said, You shall love your neighbor and hate your 	enemy.  But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do 	good to them that hate you, and pray for them that spitefully use you.  That 	you may be the children of your Father which is in heaven.  (Matthew 5:43-45)  

Many who read this will remonstrate, "I cannot love my enemies. I cannot be expected to overcome the weakness of my human nature."

Others might say, "All of life's cares and concerns are pressing in around me...I cannot give myself to the reading of God's Word. Nor can I find time for prayer. "  

Some might respond, "I cannot witness to the lost."  

Those with wealth, as well as those with little to spare, will assert, "I can't easily give from    my material goods to God's work.  I can't seem to overcome the need to keep living my way." 

ALL of these statements will be true.  Paul describes the life of those before they were born of God's Spirit by saying,  

	You used to follow the (natural) ways of this world . . . following its desires and 	thoughts.  (Ephesians 2:2, 3)  

But the moment we are born "of the Spirit," the old, natural way of being is forever changed.  This is not only true for a few sainted persons, but for everyone who has their heart touched by God's spirit. Paul writes,  

	If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!  	(2 Corinthians 5:17) 

And John adds, 

	
	To all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right  	(power) to become children of God. (John 1:12)  

Peter comments, 

	His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness.  
	(2 Peter 1:3)  


 
JOY IN THE HOLY SPIRIT


Paul, writing to the Jewish believers concerning Christ's final days on earth, says,

	For the joy that was set before him, he endured the cross, despising the shame, 	and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.  (Hebrews 12:2)

As the hour drew near for Jesus to return to his Father, he said to his disciples, 

	You now have sorrow. But I will see you again, and your hearts shall rejoice, and 	your joy no man can take from you.  (John 16:22)   

He also said of what he taught them,  

	These things I speak in the world that you might have my joy fulfilled in your lives.  	(John 17:13)  

The Psalmist David also wrote these poetic words, 

	They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.  He that goes forth and weeps, bearing 	precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves 	with him.  (Psalm 126:5, 6)

As we study the scriptures we find many passages pertaining to life's pleasures which endure for only a moment. This temporary indulgence is always contrasted with the blessings of God which are everlasting.  As our hearts are remade by the working of God's Spirit, we come into a new way of understanding.

Paul not only prayed that he would know Christ in the power of his resurrection, he also prayed that he would know Christ,
	
	...in the fellowship of his suffering. (Philippians 3:10)  

Paul had a unique understanding of the significance of sacrifice as it pertained to spiritual truth. He knew that men and women could only experience the joy of resurrection power after they had  "died" to their own self-interests, and the appetites and agendas of their own nature.  To "...know Christ in the fellowship of his suffering"  is to share the compassion of Jesus for a seemingly irreclaimable world.  

Paul spoke of "...warning men night and day with tears, and praying with groanings." Uninstructed in spiritual things, one might ask, "How could such a man also write of joy?"  But Paul not only declared that he had joy, he said,  

	My joy knows no limits.  (2 Corinthians 7:4) 

At a period in history that was anything but peaceful, Peter speaks of, 

	...being glad, with exceeding joy.  (1 Peter 4:13)

The disciples not only spoke and wrote of joy, but they emphasized this by declaring this new way to be filled "...with exceeding joy."  This gladness of heart superseded external events. Suffering persecutions, imprisonment, and opposition, they were able to rejoice in Christ. Paul spoke of being,

	 ...sorrowful and yet always rejoicing.  (2 Corinthians 6:10)

Peter spoke of a exultation that was, 

	...inexpressible (an unexplainable) joy.  (1 Peter 1:8)

To many observers, this rejoicing spirit must have seemed in direct opposition to the events that surrounded the early church. Imagine the prison warden, hearing songs of praise echoing from the damp prison cells where the Christians were being kept. 

In our modern age we have similar examples of this phenomenon. In China, for instance, during some of the more oppressive political regimes, Christians were often imprisoned and persecuted  for their faith. A respected journalist reported the story of a group of Christian prisoners singing and celebrating in prison to such an extent that their jailers had them released. They could not stand to keep watch on such happy prisoners.

The person without the Spirit of God cannot understand these things. Paul wrote of this to the Corinthian church,

	...these things are foolishness to such a person, and they cannot understand this 	(joy), because it is spiritually understood.  (1 Corinthians 2:14)

For good reason Jesus said, 
	If anyone chooses to do God's will, he will find out whether my teaching comes 	from God.  (John 7:17)

When we put these truths into operation in our lives, we find our very quickly and effectively whether or not this is just another "self-help" program, or truly a divine promise. When prison walls can no longer keep us from singing, we will have moved past mere doctrine, into a place where we know experimentally that even in the midst of trouble and persecution, the joy of the Lord makes us rich and adds no sorrow.
 




PEACE IN THE HOLY SPIRIT


When Paul was in Troas, he had a vision of a man from Macedonia standing and calling to him, "Come over to Macedonia and help us."  Immediately, he made preparations  to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called him to preach the gospel to those distant people. (Acts 16:9, 10)

On the voyage to Rome, the ship on which Paul was traveling encountered a severe tempest. When all on board despaired of reaching land, and thought they were doomed, Paul declared,  

	
	Be of good cheer.  Last night an angel of the God whose I am and whom I 	serve stood beside me and said, Do not be afraid, Paul.  You must stand trial 	before Caesar; and God has graciously given you the lives of all who sail with 	you.  So keep up your courage, men, for I have faith in God that it will happen j	ust as he told me. (Acts 27:23-25)
	
Before Paul left Jerusalem, he knew in his heart that he would safely reach Rome. He knew this because the Lord had stood by him in the night, and said,  

	As you have testified about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome.  	(Acts 23:11)

Paul remained in a state of peace, knowing that God had a perfect plan for his life. He knew that Jesus had sent the Holy Spirit to guide him, and enable him to fulfill the ministry committed to him.  In today's vernacular, we might say that Paul was "focused." He had only one goal in life.  He said, 

	This one thing I do . . . I press toward the goal.  (Philippians 3:14)

The apostle had only one burning desire. It surmounted any personal longings or wishes that he might have had. The "apostle of apostles" lived and breathed to do the will, or bidding of his Lord. The "goal" that he "pressed toward," was the perfect will of God for his life. Bounty or bonds, peace or perilous venture, it mattered not. What mattered to Paul was that he remain firmly within the center of God's purpose for his life. 

Paul told his followers they could know the very same peace if they would follow his example.  He said. 

	Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me . . . put in practice.  	And the God of peace will be with you . . . the peace that transcends all 	understanding will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  
	(Philippians 4:9, 7)   

This peace that Paul enjoyed was meted to him in the same measure as was the divine love that enabled him to love his enemies.  These were not human qualities. Nor were they attributes that could be obtained by merely "seeking."  There was a certitude to Paul's behavior and belief. He knew by experience, not merely by theory.

The secret to his depth of peace and love was the result of Paul's having received the Spirit of God into his life.  Paul wrote to the Galatians, 

	The fruit of the Spirit (or the nature of the Spirit) is love and joy and peace. 	(Galatians 5:22)   

Our first step to spiritual birth is just as Christ described it to Nicodemus. It involves a dramatic change of heart, for unless we are "born of the Spirit," we cannot come into the "kingdom of heaven."  Thus justified by faith, we will know the peace of God, and our lives will begin to operate, or function, within the realm of possibilities opened to us by the Holy Spirit. 

Baptism in the Spirit is not just about man receiving more of God: it is about  man making his life more available to God, with the Holy Spirit acting, as it were, as the administrator.  The kingdom of God is not an earthly kingdom of meat and drink, but it is a spiritual kingdom of righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. Just as one is born of the Spirit by yielding to Christ, asking for his redemptive power to transform the heart, so one comes to know the broader dimension of peace and joy and power by acknowledging the Holy Spirit.

Jesus said, 

	I pray the Father He will send to you another comforter, that he may abide with 	you forever.  He dwells with you and shall be in you. (John 14:16, 17)   

We acknowledge the Holy Spirit by faith, and receive him by faith, just as we received Christ into our hearts and lives by faith.  This is what Christ instructed his followers to do.  To ignore the Holy Spirit and what Jesus said about the Holy Spirit would be to grieve the Spirit. There is no greater injury inflicted on an acquaintance or friend than to ignore his presence.  Jesus himself extended very open recognition to the Holy Spirit as the one who empowered him, and the one he would ask his heavenly Father to send to comfort his followers.  


RECEIVING THE HOLY SPIRIT BY FAITH


Over and over again, these truths are written of throughout all of the acts of the early believers.  Equally, embedded within every letter written by Paul, or Peter, or John, is the fact that the Holy Spirit is introduced to our lives and hearts by an act of faith. Following the first outpouring on the day of Pentecost, men and women came to know the fullness of the Spirit as they accepted this message by faith.

Ananias came to Paul (who, at that time was known by his pre-conversion name, Saul of Tarsus) immediately following his conversion, and said to him,  

	The Lord Jesus has sent me so that you may be filled with the Holy Spirit.  
	(Acts 9:17)

When the people in Samaria were converted under Philip's ministry, the apostles sent Peter and John to them,

	...and they received the Holy Spirit.  (Acts 8:17)

In Ephesus, Paul placed his hands on the new believers who had gathered, and at that moment,

	... the Holy Spirit came on them.  (Acts 19:6)

The disciples waited ten days in an upper room in Jerusalem until the day of Pentecost had come, for the Holy Spirit had not yet been given.  In every example that follows, however, the believers were baptized in the Spirit when they accepted him by faith.  

Faith in the heart to believe we receive is the key.  When Paul was preaching in the city of Lystra, there was a man lame from birth. We read: 

	Paul looked directly at him, saw that he had faith to be healed, and called out, 	"Stand up on your feet!"  At that, the man jumped up and began to walk.  
	(Acts 14:9, 10)

Whether it is receiving salvation, the baptism of the Spirit, or healing for the body, the secret to receiving all of these blessings is faith in the heart.  Many people wait for feelings to come first.  The Bible makes it clear that faith comes by hearing the word of God.  By acting on God's words, we receive God's gifts. The entire "testament" of the apostle's acts, their letters, and combined history, calls out to us now, "Stand up on your feet."  Accept this great truth and rise up from your place of stumbling.  Reach out and accept what is yours.
	



THE HEART MADE PURE BY FAITH

John writes: 

	If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins, and purify 	us from all unrighteousness.  (1 John 1:9)

The thief on the cross, at the time of Christ's crucifixion, turned to Jesus, and gasped, 
	
	Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. (Luke 23:42)

From the cross Jesus answered, 

	I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise. (Luke 23:43) 

Because he asked for forgiveness of his sin, the thief on the cross, who was a thief and a murderer, entered into heaven without sin. Even so, if we confess our sins, we are cleansed from all transgression.  John emphasizes this great truth when he writes,

	The blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.  (1 John 1:7)

Just as salvation (spiritual birth) is God's gift, so is the baptism in the Spirit God's gift.  Peter preached this message to thousands who listened on the day of Pentecost,  

	Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 	forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  (Acts 2:38)

The disciples spent three years with Jesus, and then another ten days waiting in an upper room in Jerusalem before they were baptized in the Spirit.  In contrast, the members of the household of Cornelius were reborn in Christ and baptized in the Spirit on the same day.  Peter said,  

	God showed that he accepted them by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just as he 	did to us. He made no distinction between us and them, for he purified their 	hearts by faith.  (Acts 15:8, 9)



CONTINUING IN GOD'S LOVE


The word "fruit" in the scriptures is often used to describe anything that is productive in a person's life.  Jesus employed similar imagery in his teaching, using the metaphor of "trees that bore good fruit and others that bore evil fruit."  He also spoke of trees that bore no fruit.  If the first fruit of the Spirit is love, then it is important that one manifests this fruit in life.

Jesus said that in the end of the age,

	Because of the increase in wickedness, the love of many will grow cold.  	(Matthew 24:12)

The last book of the Bible is known either as the Apocalypse, or the Revelation of John.  On Patmos, the Greek island where the disciple was exiled, John records Christ's reproof to the church at Ephesus,

	You have forsaken your first love.  (Revelation 2:4)

Paul had a co-worker named Demas, who forsook him. He wrote of his former colleague, 

	Demas has forsaken me, having loved this present world. (2 Timothy 4:10,)

Spiritual love can grow cold. Sadly, we are capable of leaving behind our first love. This is true in the natural life as well as in the spiritual existence. Keeping this warning to heart, let us never forget the important admonition found in the book of Jude: 

	Keep yourselves in God's love. (Jude 21)

This does not mean that we entirely possess the power to keep ourselves in Christ, but there is something we must do to retain the power that keeps us in this place of blessing and peace.  Jude makes this clear when he says, 

	But you, dear friends, build yourselves up in your most holy faith and pray in the 	Holy Spirit.  (Jude 20)

Paul wrote of days in his experience when the early believers, 

	...were under great pressure, far beyond their ability to endure, so that they 	despaired even of life.  (2 Corinthians 1:8)

To "persevere" means to maintain a purpose, or to persist and continue steadfastly in spite of difficulty.  Paul's source of strength was fixed firmly in his persevering prayer life in the Spirit.  Addressing the spiritual conflicts of his day, Paul writes to the Ephesians,  

	We should pray always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and keep 	ourselves in this state with all perseverance.  (Ephesians 6:18)

Just as faith works by this love, and such works produce good fruit. This kind of persevering prayer builds strength and keeps us in the love of God.  






























part six			
THE FINAL WORD


A MESSAGE TO THE CHURCH

Just as the paintings and writings on the walls of the catacombs testified to future generations of the faith and endurance of the early believers, so the entire Bible testifies of the work and ministry of the Holy Spirit.  Every page is incandescent with the presence of God's Spirit.  Our faith and understanding is illuminated as we read these truths.  The Bible opens with the story of the Holy Spirit's presence in creation. It continues to speak of the Holy Spirit empowering men to do God's work through to the very end of time.

When the disciples asked Jesus about the end of time, he told them of certain signs that would precede his coming. Christ concluded his discourse with a story about a wedding feast, saying, 

	At midnight the cry rang out: "Here's the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!"  	(Matthew 25:6)

In this parable Jesus described ten bridesmaids waiting for the announcement of the wedding party's arrival, each with a lamp meant to light the way to the feast.  Foolishly, only five had prepared their lamps with oil. When the wedding procession suddenly  approached, the bridesmaids who were not prepared found no place to buy or borrow oil for their lamps. These without oil were turned away from the wedding feast.

This is another example of Jesus teaching by illustration. In this parable he used the lamp and oil, as images of the Holy Spirit.

He said,
	
	Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning.  (Luke 12:35)
	
	Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will 	come.  (Matthew 24:42)

	Be always on the watch, and pray that you be able to escape
	all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to 
	stand before the Son of Man.  (Luke 21:36)

Keeping our lives illuminated by the light of the Spirit, keeping our hearts filled with the oil of his blessing and presence, we remain in a constant state of readiness: ready to do God's bidding; ready to receive him into our presence. We are also kept in a state of preparedness to sit down at the wedding feast in the company of our Lord.  


THE COMPLETE PICTURE

John received a complete picture of world events, from the beginning to the end of time, in his vision on the island of Patmos. The scenes that unfolded in his vision consummated with God's final triumph in this world.  John saw the believers and the redeemed, and to his ear their combined voices of praise, 

	...sounded like the roar of a great multitude in heaven shouting:  "Hallelujah!  	Salvation and Glory and Power belong to our God . . . Let us rejoice and be 	glad and give him glory.  For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and the 	bride has made herself ready."  (Revelation 19:1, 7)

Throughout the entire book of Revelation, John admonishes future generations to "hear what the Spirit" is saying to our hearts. He writes,

	Whoever has an ear, hear what the Spirit says. (Revelation 2:7)

	Whoever has an ear, hear what the Spirit says. (Revelation 2:11)

	Whoever has an ear, hear what the Spirit says. (Revelation 2:29)

	Whoever has an ear, hear what the Spirit says. (Revelation 3:6)

	Whoever has an ear, hear what the Spirit says. (Revelation 3:13)

	Whoever has an ear, hear what the Spirit says. (Revelation 3:22)

Like a bell tolling, John's exhortation reaches to us across time. "Hear what the Spirit is saying," his words resound.  Open, deaf ears! Open, dull hearts!  Stop your constant speaking, and listen! The Spirit is announcing something wonderful and new. 

W.H. Auden, the great American poet, once wrote, "The greatest prayer is the prayer of listening." 

He also wrote, "One will always know when the Holy Spirit speaks (to the heart). For you will hear something new that does not originate within the realm of your usual thinking." 

Today the Spirit is speaking. Can you hear the sound of his voice?


FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT

Hearing the voice of the Spirit, we must then act upon what is spoken. James, the brother of Jesus, warned against the danger of hearing the word of God, and not doing what God's word commanded.  He writes:  

	Be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.  
	(James 1:22)   

When Peter and John went to Samaria, it was with more than a message. They went in the active power of the Holy Spirit.

	They laid their hands on them, and they (who heard) were filled with the Holy 	Spirit.  (Acts 8:17)  

Many today can preach a sermon or make a speech. But the early believers backed up their words with actions. When Paul learned the believers at Ephesus had not received the Holy Spirit, he, too, 

	...laid hands on them and they received.  (Acts 19:6)

There was an immediacy to the ministry of the first Christians. Confess your faith, and believe in your heart!  Belief originates in the heart, and confession begins with the first spoken prayer. The apostles announced this message without hesitation or doubting.  Paul writes in his letter to the Romans, 

	If you confess with your mouth, Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart God 	raised him from the dead, you shall be saved.  For it is with your heart you 	believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are 	saved.  (Romans 10:9, 10) 
  
When the jailer at Philippi asked Paul how he could be "saved," Paul replied,

	Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you shall be saved.  (Acts 16:31)  

Philip preached Christ to the Ethiopian Eunuch. He undoubtedly repeated the words of Jesus, 

	He that believes and is baptized shall be saved.  (Mark 16:16)  

Philip and the Ethiopian journeyed on side by side until they came to a pool of water. The Eunuch pointed out the body of water and asked if he too could be baptized into the faith. To this Philip replied,  

	If you believe with all your heart you may.  (Acts 8:36, 37)  

Afterwards the Eunuch declared, 

	I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God... (Acts 8:37)

Together they went down into the water where Philip baptized the Ethiopian man. When they were come up out of the water, the new convert went on his way rejoicing.  

Following the experience of Pentecost, Peter says, 

	I remembered the words of our Lord, how he said, John indeed baptized with 	water; but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit.  (Acts 11:16)   

When Paul the apostle reached Rome, he realized that he was living the final hours of his earthly ministry.  He wrote to his beloved Timothy, 

	I have finished my course, I have kept the faith. (2 Timothy 4:7)  

To the elders in Ephesus, in those final months of his earthly journey, he wrote,

	I have not held back from announcing to you the whole purpose of God...I 	kept nothing that was profitable unto you.  (Acts 20:27,20)   

So dear to his heart did the apostle hold his calling, he was given to exclamations such as this to the Corinthian church,

	Woe is me if I preach not the gospel.  How terrible it would be for me if I did not 	preach the gospel.  (1 Corinthians 9:16)   

The apostle used very strong language in his letter to the believer in Galatia, when he declared  that,

	 ...though we or an angel from heaven preach any other gospel unto you than 	that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.  As we said 	before, so say I now again, if any man preach any other gospel unto you than 	that you have received, let him be accursed.  Do I now persuade men or God?  	Or do I seek to please men?  For if I please men, I should not be the servant of 	Christ.  I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me was 	not after man.  For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by 	revelation of Jesus Christ.  (Galatians 1:8-12)    

Paul had only one message. Throughout his ministration he fought to keep his own ideas and perspective untangled from the simple and pure message of Jesus. To the converts in Corinth he wrote,

	We preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus our Lord.  (2 Corinthians 4:5)   

Paul preached Christ, the Savior of man. He carried with him the message of Jesus who promised, 

	You shall receive power after that the Holy Spirit is come upon you.  (Acts 1:8)  

This promise was for all who would receive it.  (Acts 2:38)  

Like salvation, the gift of God, the Holy Spirit is also sent to us, a gift.  We are not left alone in our search for the true path of God.  It is understandable why Paul would cry,
 
	Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable GIFT , too wonderful for words!
	(2 Corinthians 9:15)  



KEEPING YOURSELVES IN THE LOVE OF GOD


Jesus said, 

	Men ought always to pray... (Luke 18:1 

He himself had already set this example. The disciples with Jesus could not help but be impressed at the importance their Master placed on prayer.  In Mark we read,  

	Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and 	went off to a solitary place, where he prayed.  (Mark  1:35)

Luke tells us,

	Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed...he went out to a 	mountainside to pray, and spent the night praying to God.  (Luke 5:16; 6:12)     

Christ commanded the disciples to wait in Jerusalem for the Holy Spirit to come. There, the disciples sought God in  a combined union of corporate prayer. 

	They returned to Jerusalem and all joined together constantly in prayer.  
	(Acts 1:12, 14)

The importance of prayer cannot be overemphasized. In this act of devotion we communicate our heart's cry to God. Through the words of the Spirit we speak from our inner being, and are carried into heavenly places.  Most importantly, such communication keeps and preserves us in our  spiritual  walk. One of the most important admonitions  found in the New Testament is: 

	Keep yourselves in God's love.  (Jude 21)  

In the verse preceding, we might read,  

	Build yourselves up in your most holy faith and pray in the Holy Spirit.  (Jude 20)


One cannot uncover any happening in the book of Acts where prayer does not accompany it. Paul and Barnabas set out on their first missionary journey, but not until, 

	...they had fasted and prayed.  (Acts 13:3)

Paul and Silas are in Philippi. They leave the crowded city in order that they might, 
	
	...find a place of prayer.  (Acts 16:13)

Even surrounded by prison walls, their ankles and wrists bound perhaps, with chains: Paul and Silas, 

	...were praying and singing hymns to God.  (Acts 16:25)

And that prayer ended in quite a sudden manner! 

	Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison 	were shaken: and immediately all the doors were opened, and every one's 	chains were broken.  (Acts 16:25, 26)


Don't expect nothing to happen when you begin to live your life as the Holy Spirit directs! The results will surprise you. Walls will be torn down and chains will be broken apart. Prisoners will be set free.  So great is the power of God's gift to you: the gift of the Holy Spirit.


































postscript

SOME PRAGMATIC INSTRUCTION CONCERNING PRAYING IN THE SPIRIT


I ) When Paul instructs the Corinthian church as to the use of tongues, he defines clearly the various places and applications for this ministry. He writes to them of speaking in tongues during private prayer sessions. The mind need not understand this form of prayer, for such is directed to God in praise and spiritual supplication.

II ) Should one pray in tongues in the public gathering, then such a prayer should be followed by an appropriate interpretation.  Paul writes that interpretation is one aspect of the gifts of the Spirit.  The contents of such a prayer prayed publicly will be conveyed to the heart of one of the believers present. He or she should then share this message with the entire congregation of believers.

III ) Paul also spoke of "singing and blessing" in new tongues. This was to be engaged in either privately or in the company of other believers. 

IV ) Finally, Paul spoke of tongues as a sign to the unbeliever.  This is what took place on the day of Pentecost. During the feast days, the city of Jerusalem was overcrowded with foreigners who had traveled great distances to attend temple services. On the day of the Spirit's outpouring, thousands of onlookers heard the followers of Jesus speak to them in their own languages and dialects.  

Failing to recognize these various categories, and seeking to understand this ministry by taking only a single passage or a few scattered passages, is certain to lead to confusion.

The first lesson in grammar states, "A sentence is a group of words with subject and predicate, expressing a complete thought."  To break the sentence is to break the thought. Jesus said, "The Scripture cannot be broken."  

There is much in the Bible on the subject of speaking in tongues, not only verses, but entire chapters where Paul speaks of the various categories mentioned.

Some quote Paul as saying, "...whether there be tongues, they shall cease."    But this phrase does not complete the sentence.  It is followed with the words, 

	...and where there exists knowledge, it shall vanish away.  (1 Corinthians 13:8)  

Paul tells us these gifts will vanish, or no longer be needed, one day,

	...when that which is perfect is come. (1 Corinthians 13:10)  

He is speaking of that perfect day, 

	...when we see Christ face to face. (1 Corinthians 13:12)  

John says, 

	Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it does not yet appear what we 	shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we s	hall see him as he is.  (1 John 3:2)

Twenty-six years after Paul had accepted Christ and had been baptized in the Holy Spirit, he declared, 

	Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect.  
	(Philippians 3:12)

If he tells the Philippians he is not perfect, then there would be no grounds for his ceasing to speak in tongues until he reached perfection.  Paul's reference to perfection in his letter to the Corinthians describes the time when he would leave this world of imperfection and decay.  


REGARDING PERFECTION

The baptism in the Spirit is not something that is obtained by our good works.  Men and women are born of the Spirit, not by their own good deeds, but by God's bountiful grace.  Paul says, 

	For by grace you are saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift 	of God: Not of works lest any man should boast.  (Ephesians 2:8, 9)


The color of your skin, or the level of your education does not matter when it comes to receiving God's gifts. Your religious background, or lack of such, matters not at all. Paul addressed the greater part of his correspondence concerning the Holy Spirit to those who were living in the most corrupt and degenerate culture of his time.  Years before Paul's visit, the city of Corinth had been destroyed by the Romans. It lay in ruins until Caesar ordered it to be rebuilt.  It was re-populated with soldiers, sailors, merchants and traders. When Paul arrived, this newly-built city was teeming with slaves, freed men from Italy, Orientals, Greeks, merchants, entertainers, and Roman officials.  It was the wealthiest and most debauched city in the empire.  There were a thousand prostitutes, called priestesses, in the Temple of Aphrodite alone.  The city was also strategically located at the crossroads of the shipping lanes reaching to the eastern and western boundaries of the empire.  In his epistles, Paul composed only four chapters to the Christians at Philippi. He wrote six to the Ephesians, and the same number to the Galatians.  But to the believers in Corinth, his chapters numbered twenty-nine.

When Paul won converts in this city, the change in their manner of living was so evident, historians like Gibbon would be prompted to write: The friends of Christianity may acknowledge without a blush that many of the most eminent saints had been before their baptism the most abandoned sinners.  (The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, Gibbon, Vol., p.112)

Paul made it clear that neither spiritual birth nor baptism were prizes for good conduct.  If men and women by their own deeds could achieve God's blessing, and be justified, then they didn't need the power of the Holy Spirit.  But Paul knew that the  advice and rule books offered by religion were not enough.  Paul writes: 

	The (religious) law was powerless, for it was weakened by the (our) sinful nature. 
	(Romans 8:3)

Paul was adamant that the only hope of overcoming our sinful nature was through the power of the Holy Spirit. We read, 

	The righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live 	according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.  (Romans 8:4)

The entire reasoning of Paul in his discussions on this subject is summed up in the fact that the Holy Spirit was given, not because of our basic goodness, but to enable weak and sinful human beings to become good, through the power of the Holy Spirit. While Paul personally lived a strict moral life before meeting Christ, yet following his conversion he looked back on his life and saw cruelty, self-righteousness and hate, and called himself the chief of sinners.


TONGUES AND INTERPRETATION OF TONGUES IN THE CHURCH

Regarding speaking in tongues in the public gatherings of the church, Paul tells the Corinthians, 

	In the church I would rather speak five intelligible words to instruct others than 	ten thousand words in new tongues.  (1 Corinthians 14:19)

He does not forbid the speaking in tongues in the church: he says such messages should be interpreted, writing to the Corinthians, 

	If anyone speaks in a tongue, two, or at the most three, should speak, one at a 	time, and someone must interpret.  If there is no interpreter, the speaker should 	keep quiet in the church and speak to himself and God.  (1 Corinthians 14:27, 28)

The working of the Holy Spirit is to build up and edify believers as well as those who are encountering this message for the first time. Paul writes, 

	All of this must be done for the strengthening of the church.  (1 Corinthians 14:26)

When a message in tongues is given in the church and is interpreted, then it is understood by the congregation. The people are taught and the result may be edification, exhortation or comfort.  


DECENTLY AND IN ORDER

In the church in Corinth, it seems many were eager to speak publicly, and this brought confusion.  The apostle Paul did not tell them to cease speaking, but said,  

	...forbid not to speak in tongues.  (1 Corinthians 14:39)

However he stresses the importance of knowing when to speak, and when not to speak.  Paul concludes the fourteenth chapter of instruction by saying: 

	Everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way.  (1 Corinthians 14:40)










 


































